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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claims 3-4, 12-13, and 19-22. 
Please amend claims 1, 10, and 17 as follows: 

UCurrently Amended) A tape reel assembly for a data storage tape cartridge comprising: 

a hub portion including: 

a hub defining a tape winding surface that includes a first end and an opposing 

second end; asd 

ft flange extending in a radi al fashion from nn end of the hub; and 
driven teeth integrally formed hv the hub p roicoting outwardly relatives tog oa 
extension of one of the opposing ends of the tape winding surface and defining an 
engagement surface; 

wherein the driven teeth are formed from a polymer including a lubricating additive. 

2.(Origmal) The tape reel assembly of claim J , wherein the polymer includes up to 25% by 
weight lubricating additive. 

3-4.(Cancelled) 

5. (Original) The tape reel assembly of claim 1, wherein the lubricating additive is selected 
from the group consisting of silicone, wax, polytetrafluoroethyleoe, fluoropolymer, 
fluorochemical, and oil. 

6. (Original) The tape reel assembly of claim 1, wherein the driven teeth are formed from a 
polymer including a glass-filled polycarbonate and the lubricating additive. 
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7. (Original) Hie tape reel assembly of claim 6, wherein the polycarbonate is 20% glass-filled 
and the lubricating additive is polytetrafluoroethylene added to the polymer at approximately 5% 
by weight 

8. (Original) The tape reel assembly of claim l s wherein the lubricating additive is added to the 
polymer in the range of 2-1 0% by wei ght. 

©.(Original) The tape reel assembly of claim 1, wherein the lubricating additive is added to the 
polymer at approximately 5% by weight. 

10.(CurrentIy Amended) A data storage tape cartridge comprising: 

a bousing defining an enclosed region and an opening communicating with the enclosed 
region; 

at least one tape reel assembly rotatably disposed within the enclosed region and 
including: 

a hub defining a tape-winding surface tbji r^As between a first end and 
a n opposing second end, the 

huh integrally forming d riven teeth as an extension of one of the first and 
second ends, the driven teeth defining an engagement surface; and 
a storage tape wound about the tape-winding surface; 

wherein the driven teeth are exposed within the opening in the housing upon, final 
assembly and are formed from a polym er including a lubricating additive. 

11. (Original) The data storage tape cartridge of claim 10, wherein the polymer includes up to 
25% by weight lubricating additive. 



12-13.(Cancelled) 
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^(Original) The data storage tape cartridge of claim 10, wherein the lubricating additive is 
selected from the group consisting of silicone, wax, polytetrafluoroethylene, fluoropolymer, 
fiuorochemical. and oil. 

15. (Original) The data storage tape cartridge of claim 10, wherein the driven teeth are formed 
from a polymer including a glass-filled polycarbonate and the lubricating additive. 

16. (Original) The data storage tape cartridge of claim 15, wherein the polycarbonate is 20% 
glass-filled and the lubricating additive is polytetrafluoroetbylene added to die polymer al 
approximately 5% by weight. 

17. (Currently Amended) A method of fabricating a tape reel assembly for a data storage 
tape cartridge comprising: 

providing a polymer including a lubricating additivejjnd. 

forming driven tooth defining an engagement surface from the polymer; and 

generating a hub from the polym er, the hub mcludmete-iaelttde a tape winding surface 

thai defines opposing anH an integrally formed lower flanee. the hub having 

driven teeth integra lly formed thereon; 
wherein the driven teeth project outwardly relative to one of the opposing ends of the 

tape winding surface. 

18. (0riginal) The method of claim 17, wherein providing a polymer includes providing a 
polymer including up to 25% by weight lubricating additive. 

l9-22.(Cancelled) 
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23. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein the lubricating additive is selected from the 
group consisting of silicone, wax, polytetrafluoroethylene, fluoropolymer, fluorochemical, and 
oil. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein providing a polymer includes providing a 
polymer having 20% glass-filled polycarbonate and approximately 5% polytetrafluoroethylene 
by weight. 

25. (Origjnal) The method of claim 17, wherein providing a polymer includes providing a 
polymer compound. 

26. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein providing a polymer includes providing a 
polymer blend. 
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